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ÅJamaica is the largest English-
speaking country in the Caribbean
ÅOur nearest neighboursare Cuba and 

Haiti
ÅKingstonis the capital 
ÅThe population at the end of 2015 

was 2,728,907
ÅJamaica gained independence in 

1962
ÅThe Jamaica Constitution 1962

upholds the rights of Jamaicans 
regardless of: Race, Colour, Place of 
Origin, Class, Gender, Religion, Politic
al Opinion

Introduction to Jamaica
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Economic Profile
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Indicator 2015

Gross Domestic Product (GDP) per capita J$ 2014* 562,200

Annual GDP growth rate% 2013** 1.3

Total Health Expenditure (THE) as a % Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) 2013** 5.9

Inflation rate 2015*** 2.94

Ratio of highest 20%/ Lowest 20% Consumption (Gini 
Coefficient) 2012* 0.37

Poverty Rate 2012**** 19.9

KMA 19.7

Other Towns 16.6

Rural Areas 21.3

Sources:
* Planning Institute Of Jamaica, Economic and Social Survey of Jamaica (2014)**Health Situation in the Americas, Basic Indicators 2015 - PAHO
***Bank Of Jamaica http://www.boj.org.jm/
**** Planning Institute Of Jamaica and Statistical Institute of Jamaica, Jamaica Survey of Living Conditions 2012



Shift From Under to Over-Nutrition

4Source: Jamaica Survey of Living Conditions Reports: 1995-2012. Planning Institute of Jamaica.
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Decade content : 6 pillars

sustainable food systems for healthy diets;

aligned health systems providing universal coverage of essential nutrition 

actions;

social protection and nutrition education;

trade and investment for improved nutrition;

enabling food and breastfeeding environments; 

review, strengthen and promote nutrition governance and accountability
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Factors Impacting Nutrition locally



Structure of the Ministry of Health - Jamaica
Health Services Act - 1997: Four Regional Health Authorities 
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ÅSouth-East
ïKSA
ïSt. Catherine
ïSt. Thomas

ÅNorth-East
ïPortland 
ïSt. Mary
ïSt. Ann

ÅWestern
ïTrelawny
ïSt. James
ïHanover, 
ïWestmoreland

ÅSouthern 
ïSt. Elizabeth
ïManchester
ïClarendon



Government Ministries
ÅMinistry of Culture, Gender, Entertainment and Sport
ÅMinistry of Economic Growth and Job Creation
ÅMinistry of Education, Youth and Information
ÅMinistry of Energy, Science, Technology and Telecommunications
ÅMinistry of Finance and Public Service
ÅMinistry of Foreign Affairs and Foreign Trade
ÅMinistry of Health
ÅMinistry of Industry, Commerce, Agriculture and Fisheries
ÅMinistry of Justice
ÅMinistry of Labourand Social Security
ÅMinistry of Local Government and Community Development
ÅMinistry of National Security
ÅMinistry of Tourism
ÅMinistry of Transport and Mining
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Health is One of 14 

Government Ministries

Andrew Holness, O.N, MP
Prime Minister

Source: http://opm.gov.jm/the-administration/members-of-the-cabinet/
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http://moh.gov.jm/edu-resources/physical-activity-water-a-healthy-combination/
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Monitoring Systems 
ÅSpecialist Clinics

ÅPre-natal

ÅPost-natal

ÅChild health

ÅCurative & Secondary Care

ÅActivities guided by Family Health Manuallast revised in 2007

ÅInvolves training of health workers across the board

ÅImprovements in data collection: digitized for 2016-17 financial year (World Bank)

ÅMinimal nutrition indicators included as the system is comprehensive

ÅChild Health and Development Passport
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NCDMonitoring Systems ɀ
Child Health and Development Passport (CHDP) 



NCDMonitoring Systems


